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In 1938, the base material on a short section of State Highway near Macdoel in Siskiyou County, District II, was treated with
cement, using farm equipment for mixing. In 1939, three other projects, one in Contra Costa County and two in Kern County, were
constructed by similar methods. In 1940, plant mix methods were introduced for mixing the cement, water, and soil or aggregate.
Since 1940, a large number of projects, involving cement treatment of one type or another, have been constructed throughout the
State. The total length of such projects already completed is now in excess of 600 miles with many others under construction or
being planned.

Inasmuch as a number of the cement treated bases had been subjected to traffic for ten years or more, it was considered
advisable to make a statewide, comprehensive study of all such projects constructed in order to determine their performance and
present condition as well as to appraise the relative merits of cement treatment as compared to other types of base construction
under flexible type surfaces.

The first step in the program was the compilation of a list of all projects completed to date and the tabulation of such
construction data as might be available. The various projects on which it has been possible to obtain data have been listed by
Districts, showing the project, contract number, job limits, length, contract dates, contractor, resident engineer, etc.

Construction data, test results, contract costs, etc., for each project were recorded on work sheets. This compilation involved the
study of plans and specifications, test reports on materials, and the resident engineer's final report of construction.
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